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Speak to our experts about buying or selling antiques

0800 881 5691
clientservices@gorringes.co.uk

Antique & Fine Art Auctioneers

15 North Street - Lewes - BN7 2PE                                 www.gorringes.co.uk

163 High Street, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 1XU

is delighted to support 
Lewes Light 2018
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Festival of Light     2018 
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October 12th -14th

7pm - 10.30pm
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This years festival is inspired by the title of a short 
story – Missing - set at the end of the First World War 
by forgotten local author Alice Wiffen, also known as 
Mrs Henry Dudeney. She wrote an important diary 
– not always revealing herself in her best light – along 
with numerous novels of a romantic nature, almost 
all of which are out of print. But this particular story, 
depicting a shepherd believed to have been killed in 
action returning home from the front in 1918 to his 
house on the Downs on the edge of Lewes, is resonant 
with meaning with rich layers ripe for exploration by 
our designers and artists. The missing dead, the missing 
shepherding way of life, already disappearing as a result 
of the war, the missing understanding within households 
between those who had fought and those who had not, 
and the changing lives of women.  

With this spark of inspiration our designers have created 
a rich range of creative responses, from a reflective 
installation in the Castle Gun Garden to the quirky 
imagining of a more playful existence for the shepherd’s 
wife (seen in the story weeping over endless piles of 
washing) thanks to the pioneering work of Sussex 
Electrical Engineer Caroline Haslett. The first woman 
president of the Electrical Association, she imagined a 
life for women free from domestic drudgery thanks to 
innovations in electrical appliances. Other installations 

celebrate missing gardens and buildings including the 
Castle pub (also the former home of ‘missing link’ 
Piltdown man forger Charles Dawson). And what is 
missing from Tom Paine’s famous Rights of Man? The 
Rights of Woman, and you can enjoy this being put right 
at his old pub the White Hart. 

Nightingales, trees and folk music have also inspired 
out work, all entwined in the narrative of rural life 
at the turn of the last century. Sheep on the bowling 
green? images of late Victorian agriculture in Barbican 
House, and a magnificent illuminated horse. Horses 
were important to Lewes before WW1 thanks to farming 
and the racecourse, but many were requisitioned by 
the army.  The poet Siegfried Sassoon, passing through 
Lewes by chance (staying with his friend Edgar Perry 
Warren at Lewes House) when war was declared. He 
joined up immediately and set off on a wonderful gallop 
to Brighton and then on to Canterbury, all to save his 
beloved mount Cockspur from being taken by the army.

This is just a small taste of the installations – there are 
many more to enjoy. And a sheep puzzle for families too. 
More information about the history of each site can be 
seen on the interpretation panels and will also be availa-
ble on  our website.
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ELECTRIC BIKE EXPERTS 

SALES, ACCESSORIES & CLOTHING 

CYCLE TO WORK SCHEMES 

SERVICING & FLEET MAINTENANCE 

FULLY EQUIPPED WORKSHOPS 

BIKE HIRE 

FREE, FRIENDLY, LOCAL ADVICE 

 

W E  H A V E  L I G H T S  A L L  Y E A R
R O U N D !  

tel: 01273 479688 & 01273 483108 
Mon-Sat 9am-5:30pm Sun 10am-4pm

Cliffe High St & Friars Walk

www.cheesmur.co.uk
Tel: 01273 858600

Cobbe Barns, Beddingham
Lewes, East Sussex BN8 6JU Traditional values in a changing world

electrical-contractors.co.uk

Missing ;  Inspired by events 100 years ago. Returning for 
its fourth year LewesLight  brings an eclectic, dramatic and 
sometimes surprising mix of installations inspired by the 
town, its  history and its people.
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www.lewesarms.co.uk

White Hart Hotel Lewes

Invite you to celebrate New Years Eve 2018

This Year we are taking you 

back to the 80s. With two 

parties to choose from  

You can either enjoy. 

4 Course Dinner in our   

conservatory at   

£75.95 per person 

(limited tables)

Or enjoy a Deluxe Buffet 

In our county suite at 

£39.95per person.

Then party the Night away 

together in style.

Enjoy a splendid Evening 

at the White Hart where 

you will be greeted 

with cocktails on arrival 

followed by a superb 

Deluxe Buffet or 4 Course 

Dinner. Entertainment 

from our House DJ taking 

you back to the 80s and 

celebratory Glass of 

Sparking Wine at Midnight. 

Both parties 

start at 7:30 pm

To book: 01273 476694

Thank you to our partners, supporters and sponsors:

Don’t forget to visit our 
Festival Club upstairs 
at:
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Images of Sussex Life, photographs from 
the archives of the Sussex Archaeological 
Society

From the old pub that existed in the front 
yard to Charles Dawson’s “piltdown man” 
The installation at Castle Lodge is inspired 
by these amazing stories and more.
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The Rights of Man and Woman reflects The 
White Hart’s history as the centre of debating 
in Lewes. These projections depict Thomas 
Paine,  member of The Headstrong Club at 
the hotel, and focuses on his forward -thinking 
support of women's rights and friendship with 
Mary Wollstonecraft. 

Sound & light inspired by the seasons and 
the traditional music  of The Copper Family. 
The Copper Family of Rottingdean have been 
singing their songs for generations, lovingly 
preserving them for the future.

 FC

Taking inspiration from the history of the 
Mantell house and the archaeological 
work of Mary and Gideon Mantell to create 
a projection installation representing 
the impressions, earthworks and carved 
markings in the Sussex Downs resulting from 
the practice camps and trenches from WW1."

A Cabinet of Curiosities - A garden of 
peace, a magic circle, five daughters and 
a lost, little book. We reveal the hidden 
treasures of Castlegate House a century ago, 
once family home and cabinet of curiosities 
to dramatist, biographer, poet and collector 
Frank Frankfort-Moore.  

8

‘Lewes 1918’:  ‘Lewes 1918’ pays tribute to 
those who served in the First World War and 
the legacies they left behind. The Barbican 
is lit up in symbolic colours and displays a 
projection of photographs and poetry of 
World War I. The installation reminds us to 
commemorate the past and take actions to 
create a safer and better world.

The Missing An installation that connects 
the real life story of a community changed by 
loss with a haunting, fleeting memorial of light 
and disappearance at Lewes Castle.

Sheep!
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This charming and historic setting is home 
to eight majestic and imposing copper beech 
and lime trees. This piece promises to bring 
these wonderful characters to life illuminating 
them in colour, accompanied by projections 
and an audio sound-scape of birdsong and 
folk music.
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Hope is an installation inspired by stories 
of individuals who managed to live through 
the horrors of first world war. The piece will 
serve as tunnelled vista overlooking a row 
of houses at Lewes. It invites observers 
to see through the fragmented, shattered 
pieces frame of view, yet illuminated and 
directed by the light toward the hometown of 
the veterans, as hope of home guides them, 
albeit all the scars and the wounds, back to 
life. 
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In 1918 the red brick house at the base Brack 
Mound was home to writer Alice Dudeney 
lover of dalmatian dogs, oak furniture and 
her garden.

14
Lost Trees - Tucked away behind Lewes 
castle, lies a long forgotten peace garden, 
the creator author, Frank Frankfort Moore. 
Local legends name the site as a place 
of witchcraft and sorcery, which inspired 
Frankfort Moore to create his own homage 
to ancient worship, a circle of towering trees. 
Today, all but two of the trees have long been 
lost to the passage of time, but amongst the 
tumbledown walls and creeping ivy, hints of 
lost splendour and whispers of magic remain. 
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Wheatfield to Battlefield - Over 100 years 
ago, rural England was stripped of its main 
source of power to furnish the war machine 
on the Western Front. Thousands of horses 
were taken from farms and transported 
to France. With projection and sculpture, 
this site evokes the duality of the horse in 
wartime Britain.
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“Watts” in a Home celebrates the work of 
the remarkable Dame Caroline Haslett who 
saw the exciting potential of electrification 
and the opportunity it provided to empower 
women.  This interactive installation will be 
powered by the people for the people (i.e. 
yourselves) so we hope you are feeling full 
of energy!

16
Castle Walls.  Exploring the transformational 
times around WW1 and inspired by Henry 
Dudeney’s mathematical puzzles. This 
installation captures the idea of transforming 
spaces, occupied and experienced yet 
constantly changing. Clear and meaningful 
rules or confusion and darkness? 

More details about these installations their 
inspiration and the artists and designers who have 
created them can been seen at each site and are 
also available on the webpage.

And look out for Pretty Little Dogs who will be roaming! 

The Chalk 
Cliff Trust Lewes District Council

LewesLight endevours to make as much of the 
festival as accessible as possible
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LewesLight acknowledge financial support from:

Lewes Town 
Council

Supported by: Partners:

 TH Lewes Town Hall - Information & Start Point

Festival Club - Upstairs at the Lewes Arms

Festival Restaurant at The White Hart Hotel


